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pref-ace; - ■ 

Amou^ the many books published in this bocdc- 
makmg age, I txa Qot aware that any has been pie- 
parecl for Ae special benefit of the cla^a (eferred to 
in this little volume. 

No onv can deny that servants ezert an important 
influence over each othet, and even over om child- 
ren while in tlid naraery, and during childhood, aad 
thai they contnbute much to our domestic peace and 
happiness. Tbisbeingtnie, shouldnot every means 
posflil^e be usAd to promote among them, virtue, in- ' 
telligence, and the fear of Qod ? 

Hoping that this littfe volufne will aid is bringing 

t about tide h^py lesutt, I tave ventured to ^nd it 

forth, wntfen in a s^le {dain, simple, and unadorned. 

That it may be instrumental under God in leading 
many of those here addressed, to walk in the paths 
of usefulness here, and of happiness hereafter, is the 
fervent prayer of 

The Author. 

0^ (RECAP) 

..„., ,C.o„slc' 



4 ndtestrcnoir. 

Aence the foQy and abeurdity of thoae who con- 
tend for perfect equality in all things, and decUhn 
. against flie different ordere of society, as iroprc^r, 
and all human institutions as unlawful. Observe &e 
iDtimate connexion and beautiful harmony that ex- 
ist in a well 'organized community, when each one 
11 found in hia proper place, and all act and feel as 
brethren, when peace, and lore, and good order 
reign, and none molest, nor make a&ud. 

Men are united in socie^ hke the organs and 
members in the human body, and no one in either, 
case can he put out of ita place without producing 
uneasiness and disorder in the rest. For it is a&ct 
iM'IjMi interesting than true, that we are dependent 
beings not only on out Creator, but also on each 
other, and no one can live comfortable and happy 
for a nngle day, without receiving some aid from hi> 
feUow creatures. 

As in the human body each part has its ^>propri- 
ate functions to perform, and sJl are fixed in th^ 
proper places, so in society, each niemb«| hashispe- 
cnliar duties to discharge, and all are placed in those 
very stations for which they are fitted. 

Suppose for instance, that the dlSerent members 
of the human frame possessed oonsciousneii, and 
that disagreement prevailed among them, those less 
honourable shouldcovet the places of 4hose that. are 
more piomineat ; the foot dissatisfied with >^ lowly, 
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wd laborious, yet useful station, should cdvet the 
powers, and functions of the hand ; the ear should 
repine and refuse to peribnn its duties, because it 
■was not placed in the office of tiie eye ; whqt wodd 
be the inevitable consequence ? would it not be the 
destruction of the whole body f precisely so in soci- 
ety, when its difierut members disagree, when those 
that occupy more humble stations covet the places 
^nd offices of those that are more highly honoured ; 
and should this spirit become prevaleat, it would tear 
asunder every bond of union, and overthrow the 
whole fabric of society. 

. A8tationforeveryone,andeveiy<meinhiMt9tion 
is an adage worthy of all consideration,' and he who 
acts well his part in life, whatever may be his occu- 
pathin, will always command respect,, and render 
himself happy. Many are apt to ttunk that happi- 
ness consists entirely in outward circumsIanceBj or 
that it is peculiar to certain stations. If they were 
lich, and had plenty of money, oi if they occupied 
the place of such a person, and stood as high in so- 
ciety as he does, how happy they would feel. Now 
this is all delusion, and may be regarded as one of 
the greatest sources of nhhappinei^ to our race. 
For if every one was contented' with his lot, half 
'■ the miseries in our world would «oOn disappear- 
There is not perhaps a niOTe pitiful object in exist- 
ence, than a discontented person. He is ever Mist- 
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lesEt and uneasy, dissatisfied with his station in life, 
his connexions, and almost every thing Elround him ; 
he is always peevish and fretful, impatient of every 
injury he receives, and unduly impressed with 
every disappointment he suffers. He thinlcs all other 
peiions more happy than himself, and enjoys hardly 
any of the blessings of Providence with a grateful 
heart. He brings before his mind a thousand dis- 
tresung objects, that have no existence except in his 
gloomy ima^nation, and renders his present condi- 
tion unhappy, by anticipating the miseries he may 
endure many years hence. It is surprising how in- 
genious he is in making himself miserable, by aggra- 
TaUng to hfs own fancy beyond bounds, all the evils 
he endures. He compares himself with none but 
those whom he imagines to be more happy, and com- ■ 
plains that upon him alone has fallen the whole 
weight of human sorrows. He mourns and weeps, 
and breaks his heart, and no one knows for what. 

But he that is of a contented spirit has none of 
these direful forebodings. He does not torment Itis 
soul with imaginary evils, nor give way to unreason- 
able fears. He is not rufBed and disconcerted by 
every little cross event which may occur, nor mur- 
mur and complain, when adversity, and misfortune 
befall him ; he is accustomed to look on the bright 
rather than the dark side of the picture, and believes 
ihat when sjipearances are darkest, the dawn of a 
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more comfortable day 13 near. If be should receive 
injury, he endures it with patience, and wrhen he 
meets with disappointment, he is not deeply morti- 
fied. He may not enjoy the blessings of Providence 
in so rich Abundance as many others, yet he enjoys 
the little he has with a grateful heart. He is not in the • 
haliitof comparing himself with those that are above 
him in worldly comforts, but rather with those that are 
in inferior circumstances. He knowsthat sufferings, 
and a£Qiction9 are the common lot of man, and that 
uninterrupted happiness cannot be enjoyed on earth. 
His cup of Bonow is sweetened with the delightful 
thought that it was prepared for hira by one who 
knew what is best, far better than himself. 

It has frequently been asserted that man is the au- 
thor of his own destiny, now while this is true in a 
limited sense, yet strictly speaking, it is not correct. 
For our birth.ourplaces of residence, our occupations, 
and the other circumstances of hfe are all under the 
control of Providence. And no one can assign any 
other reason why he has been bom in this century, 
why his lot has been cast in this country, or why he 
has descended from his parents rather than from some 
others, except that it was the will of his Maker. 
Hence it is no crirtie to be bom in poor circumstan- 
ces, nor any disgrace to be engaged in the service of 
, others. The word servant, when properly consider- 
ed, conveyi no idea of reoroach, or degTadati<m, and 
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this station has its advantages, as well as disadvanta- 
ges, fitr although they do not enjoy ease tfod pleas- 
ure on so large a scale as those in the higher walks 
of bfe, yet they we free from the harrassing ceu«b, 
and aosieties peculiar to those stations, ^md perhaps 
it is not much beyond the mark to affinn that all 
things considered, their lot is as good as any other. 

The great thing then is that each one should feel 
the responsibilities of his station, and pursue that 
course which will best promote the interest of those 
around him, and I know of nothing that will contri- 
bute so much to bring about this happy state of things, 
as religion. For what is religion, but a right state of 
mind towards God and our fellow men. If all were 
actuated by the principles of the gospel, and lived 
under itshenign influence, strife, and envy, and mal- 
ice, and revenge would soon ^ve place to brotherly 
kindness and good order. Those who are called in 
the providence of God to rule, would do it with mild- 
ness and diligence, and those who serve, would be 
characterized for their activity and submission, obe- 
dience and integrity. They would not only fill up, 
but adoiu their station, and become worthy and use- 
£fl members of society. 

• Let those therefore, who are engaged in the ser- 
vice of others, refrain from every thing that tends to 
create ill-feeUng and distrust in those that are over 
them, ^nd endeavour tiy their amiable didjKwitiai 
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and good bebariour, to ccmcQIate their favour, and 
gain their cofidence. And let them remember what 
Solomon Bays, " A wise servant ehall have a role over 
a ion that cauaeth sbaroe, and shall have part of the 
inheritance among the brethren." 
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. "Thxke are do good seiranta now/* said E. 
to B friend. 

"Indeed ttare are aot," was the r^Iy; "and 
as for reli^ous servants, tliey are the worst af 
all." 

While listening to tbe above conversation, I 
was somewhat struck witk its tenor and bolfl- ' 
ness, and thought at the time, that it discovered 
a wrong spirit, and affirmed a very doubtAll prop- 
oiition in raUier a dogmatical and unqualified 
tone. 

Since then I have frequently thought of the 
above conversation, and the ofteoer I tiiink of it, 
die more fully am I convinced that those chai^^n 
made on such sweeping terms have no real found-^ 
•tioB, for it cannot b« that th^t class otA.t com- 
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munity are t^uite so bad as they are repres^ited 
above. 

I tried to persuade myself that my friends to 
vhom I have alluded, must have been verf unfor- 
tunate in their servants, because my acquaintance 
with them forbids me for a mome^ to think that 
. they would intentionally injure any one, tir bring 
a false accusation against the meanest of their fel> 
low creatures. • 

What surprised me most of all was the charge 
against religious servants, and I could not' get > 
over this, but by supposing that my friend Uk« 
many others, must have had, not religious iet- 
vants, but rather servants pr^ending to he reli» 
gious, who while they were prating about it, 
and making great professions, running from house 
to house, and staying out till late hours at nig^t 
gossiping, and showing themselves busybodies, 
have proved by their conduct, tkat they had none 
of that religion which says " Servants be obedi- 
ent to them that are your masters according to 
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness 
of your heart as anto Christ, not with e^t service 
aa men pleasers, but as the servants of Christ 
doing the will of God ftoix the heart, with good 
will doing KTvice as to the I^ord, and not to men. 
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knowing that whatsoever good thing any man 
doetb the same shall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free.* 

Let as many Bervaots as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all henour* 
that the name of God and his doctrine, be not 
Uasphened. And they that have believing mas- , 
ters let them not despise them because they are 
brethren, but rather do them service because they 
are faithful, and beloved partakers of the benefitf 
Exhort servants to be obedient to their own mas- 
ters, and to please them well in all things, not 
ansVering again, not purloining, but showing all' 
good &delity, that they may«dosn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all thingB4 " 

It will I think be readily admitted by all, that 
Pari in the passage just cited, has dra^n a per- 
fect portrait of a good servant, and that no»pei> 
son could be dis^tisfied with one who would in 
tdl cases answer to this high, and spprt^riatt 
character. And here it may be remarkAd^ that 
religion is the best, and indeed the o^y thing 
that will make good servants. If ihey- wei6 

•Eph.vi. 5,8. , , . ■ 

rtlTim. »i. l.lT" 
'fnta* n. 9, 10. 
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taught of Christ, and deeply imbued with hit 
spirit, there would be no room nor occasioB 
for instituting such charges against them as 
those to which we have already alluded. 

Since my attention has been drawn to this 
subject I have carefully examined the scriptures 
ID reference to this subject, and was much 
struck with the fact that very many passages are 
directly addressed to servants. And this may 
be considered one of the peculiar beauties of the 
Bible, that it enjoins upon all men those vei; 
duties which are peculiar to their stations. 

It enjoins upoo masters, the duties which they 
owe to those in tbeir serrice, and it inculcates 
upon servants by precept aiid example, upright- 
ness and submission, diligence, and fideli^. 
And he who walks according to this rule, peace 
and happiness shall be his lot. 

As this class forms a veiy large and inteiesttng 
portion of the community, and as the happiness, 
or misery of families and society, is intimately 
connected with their good or ill behaviour, it 
■will not be amiss to address them in a simple 
and familiar vay, on the nature of their relation 
as servants, the responsibilties of their station, 
•ad the duites which they owe to their supuioitt 
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mod to ODc another. Every relation of life, and 
every order of society which is of divine appoint- 
ment IS sacred, and should be so regarded, were 
it for no other reason, but God had so ordained 
it And we ought never to demand any higher 
reason, or stronger motive for the performance of 
any duty, than thus saith the Lord. 

If we hare a declaration of God's will in rela- 
tion to any subject, or the performance of any 
duty, we are bound to listen and obey to the 
best of our abilities. And God will certainly 
hold us accountable for the manner we dischai^ 
our duties, as members of society, especially 
since he has condescended ta give us directions 
how to act. Now as to the relattsn and duties of 
servants, Gbd has spoken in an express, aaS 
poigled manner, but alas how few listen to 
the voice of God, or pay any attention to 
what he has said to them in his holy Word. 
Aad even of those servants, who are profess- 
ors of religion, we find many that are not 
rtal Christians, and *y their improper conduct 
Ibey bring disgrace upon the name of Christ, ex- 
cite prejudice against his religtOD, and cause the 
in»r of truth to be evil spoken of. But I 4o not 
'Win to be undevtood u including all servanta in 
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this chaise, for there is every reason to believe 
that very many si;rvnnts by their holy coriTersa- 
tion and godliiiv>s, adorn Ihe docirine of God 
our Saviour in all things, and recommend his re- 
Ji^oD to those around them. I shal] now draw 
a contrast between good and bad servants, and 
aAerwards give some directions how all may be- 
come good. Most of my illustrations will be ta- 
ken from scripture examples, and I will note 
down each text as I go along, so that those wbo 
wish, may examine the original passages with 
their connexions for themselves. 

1/ A good servant is always ready and willing 
to disCliarge every lawful and incumbent duty 
without murmur or complaint. He does not 
cpiestion the propriety of the command, or the 
practicability of its accomplishment, but talcing 
both these for granted, hastens lo obey the orders 
with alacrity and cheerfulness. Such an one it 
' was the happiness of Abraham to posses in his 
eldest servant, who ruled over all that he had ; 
and he said unto him : — "Put I pray thee, thy 
hand under my tbighi and I will make thee swear 
by tiie Lord, the God of Heaven, and the God 
of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto 
my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among 
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whom I dwell, but thou shalt go -unto my corn- 
trjf, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my 
son Isaac,"* After modestly requesting some 
farther directions how to act in case the damsel 
' should not come, he immediately prepares him- 
self and sets out on his journey, fully deter- 
mined to execute his master's orders without de- 
lay ; but a bad servant is the reverse of all this. 
He is slow, and tardy in all his morements, he 
hesitates at every step, and often enquires, ''Is 
such a command lawful ? Could I not avoid it 
in some way, or delay its performance till some 
other time ^" He is not prompt and cheerful 
in the discharge of any duty, but always grum- 
bles and complains, when required to do a 
thing. 

n. A good servant feels a deep interest in his 
master's business, and is extremely anxious that 
it nray be done well, and come to a successful 
issue. He not only thinks much about it, and 
prudently contrives, but also resolves in his own 
mind, what is roost likely to further it, and fells 
down, at least in spirit, before the throne of grace, 
and thus pours out his heart in prayer like Eiea- 

•Gaikxiiv.S, 4 
2* 
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zer, "0 Lord God of my master Abraham, 1 
pray thee, Egad me good speed this daj, and 
show kindness unto my master Abraham."* And 
when he found that jhe measures he had piudent- 
ly and zealously pursued are made to prosper, 
he returDS to the same throne of mercy, with the 
Toice of thanksgiving and praise. "And the 
man bowed down his head, and worshipped the 
Lord. And he said, blessed be the Lord God 
'of my master Abraham, who hath not left desti- 
tute my master of his mercy and his truth, I be- 
', the Lord led me to the house of 
■ethren."f Abraham's servant ap- 
been a firm believer in the scriptu- 
a superintending Providence, cou- 
le diligent use of suitable means ; 
e everto be separated, because the 
means are ours, but the blessing is from God. — 
But a bad servant, so far from feeling any con- 
cern foi the prosperity of his master's affairs, or 
praying for God's blessing upon them, is totally 
careless and indifferent ; and feels no anxiety as 
to the issue of his services. He hardly ever 
thinks of an overruling Providence, or of that 
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God, wbo knows the secrsu od 

as to- the duty of prayer, it id 

difficult work witli him. I for 

his master, nor for himself. 

JII. If we see an individual, willingly and 
resolutely foregoing his own ease and personal 
gratification, that he may the more effectually 
advance the object about 
should we not be constr 

a good servant' This \ 

character of Abraham's si 
all the preliminaries with '. 

he might have indulged himself in ease and' fes- 
tivity, without being subjected to censure. But 
it was far otherwise with this faithful and devot- 
ed seivant. Sensible that his time belonged to 
his master, and that to waste it was an indirect 
species of robbery, he is anxious that not a mo- 
ment should be lost. "And they rose up in the 
morning, and he said, send me away unto my 
master. And her brother, and her mother s^d, 
lei the damsel abide with us a few days, at the 
least ten, after that she shall go."* The request 
seemed reasonable, and some servants would 



.C.»"Sl>: 



30 UOOD AND BAD SEHVANTa CONTRASTED 

have thought it not only excusable to comply 
wUh it, but desirable. Having come so long a 
journey, being so short a time with his master's 
fiiends, anJ so hospitably entertained, it was 
certainly very reasonable ; but mark the man, he 
is no eye- servant, his heart is in bis master's 
business; he was probably thinking how much 
he was wanted at home, and still more, bow 
anxious both his old and young master would be 
about the success of his mtssion. He therefore 
foregoes all compliment towards those who so 
kindly entertdoed him : and says to Rehecca'a 
friends, with honest abruptness, and simplicity 
of heart, — "Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath 
prospered my way, send me away, that I may 
go to my master."* A bad servant, on the con- 
tcary, would never think of these things, but 
studies his own ease and comfort, in all his do- 
ings. The least inducement would detain him 
OD his errtmd, and cause htm to forget the anxi- 
ety that may he occasioned by his delay ; he is 
wasLeful both of his master's time and property. 
IV. A good servant steadily pursues that par- 
tionlar service assigned to bim, or which natu- 
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rally arises oat of his station, maoifesting through- 
out, H strict regard ft> his master's interest ; not 
suffering any diminution of his property, by 
negligence, or want of caution, and if at any 
time there should occur some doubt as to the 
property lost, he will bear the damage of it him- 
self, rather than injure, or defraud his master. — 
Sush a servant was Jacob to Laban. His cha- 
racter and deportment, may be set before servants 
as a striking example of diligence, care, fidelity, 
and disinterestedness. "And Jacob answered, 
and said to Laban, what is my trespais, what is 
my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me ? 
Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what 
hast thou found of all thy household stuET ; set 
it here before my brethren, and thy brethren, that 
they may judge betwixt us- both. These twenty 
years have 1 been with thee ; thy ewes and thy 
she-goats have not -cast their young, and the 
rams of thy flocks have I not eaten. That which 
was torn of beasts I broiight not unto thee. I 
bare the loss of it ; of my hand didst thou re- 
quire it, wliethei it was stolen by day, or sto!en 
by night. Thus I was, in the day the draught 
consumed me, and the frost by night, and my 
sleep departed from mine eyes. Thus have I 

r, „:,X-.oagk 
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been twenty years .in thy house."» But how 
different from all this is the conduct and beha- 
viour of a bad servant ; he is destitute of that 
strict regard to property, wbicb was exhibited in 
the servant of Laban, nor is he so attentive to 
his duty as Jacob appeared to be. Very many 
servants not only pilfer small articles, but com- 
mit exteusive frauds and depredations upon their 
employers, as if it were no sin to steal fl-om ibeir 
masters, or cheat them out of their time or pro- 
perty. But it would be well to bear in mind, 
that both the divine and civil laws are very strict 
and rigorous on this point. The eighth com* 
mandment says : "Thou shalt not steal," and 
this precept is as binding upon servants as any 
other class, for the law of God is universal in its 
claims, extending over the whole human race, 
and obligatory on them in every station and 
conditioDof life. And human laws are also very 
strict on, this subject, and to show in what light 
this crime is looked upon by civil courts, I will 
insert a few lines from the charge of a judge, late- 
ly delivered in England, at the trial of a man 
who had robbed his master of some property.— 

■ Gu. sud. H, 4L 
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The jud^ remarked : '*I vould hare servants to 
know, when thej are convifited of abusing the 
confidence reposed in them, which, in many io- 
stsnces, is unlimited, that it is a rule with bis 
majesty, never, never to extend mercy to them." 
v. That must certainly be a good servant, 
where the master's unbounded confidence is such 
as is represented in the following passage : — 
"And the Lord was wilh Joseph, and he was a 
prosperous man, and he was in the house of his 
master, the Egyptian ; and his mas^r saw that 
the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made 
all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Jo- 
seph found grace in his sight, and he served 
him, and he made him overseer over his house ; 
and all that he bad he put into his hand. And 
it came to pass from the time that be made faim 
overseer in his house, and over alt that be had, 
that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house, (at 
Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the Lord 
vas npon all that be had in the houses and in 
the field. And he left all that he had in Joseph's 
hand, and be knew not ought be had, except 
the bread which he did eat."* In many aei^ 

•GM,snii.>, •. 
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vaots such unbounded confidence would hajre 
generated a spirit df pride and arrogance, alto- 
gether intolerable, and would have prepared their 
mind for the seductive influence of the tempta- 
tion presented by tkat wicked and faithless fe- 
male, to whom be made this wise, and forcible 
remonstrance : — "Behold my master wottetb not 
what is with me in the house, and he bath com- 
mitted all that he hath into my hand, there is 
none great* in this house than I, neither hath 
he kept back any thing from me, but thee, be- 
cause tbou art his wife ; bow then can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God."* 

What prudence, what gratitude, wbat-piety, 
what strict regard forpurity and propriety, are 
combined in the language and deponnent of 
this faithful Hebrew servant ; how worthy the 
imitation of every male and female servant, in 
this and other countries ; and what a striking 
demonstration of the mighty influence of 'the fear 
of God; resisting and triumphing over one of the 
most alluring and powerful tenptations that 
could be presented. And I would advise every 
eervant to read carefully the history of Joseph* 

Gaa. xsiii.8, 0. 
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as given in the Bible, anil observe minutely the 
dealings of Providence towards him, in preserv- 
ing him Trom sin, and its awful consequences; 
and guiding his foot-steps in the paths of viitue 
and honour, until finally he is elevated to one of 
the highest stations in that country, and Pha- 
roah made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
After reading such an account, we cannot help 
saying that, "The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, and good understanding have 
all they that do his commandments."* But bad 
servants have no fear of God before their eyes, 
nor any serious impressions that he can see, not 
only their outward actions, but the very thoughts 
and desires of theii hearts. They have no strict 
regard for purify, nor any tenderness of con- 
science ; they never encourage the reasonings 
and feelings of Joseph, but rush forward heed- 
less and reckless, under the influence of their 
passions, till they are overtaken by the vengeance 
of heaven, and sometimes by the laws of their 
country, and find it awfully true, that '♦the wa- 
ges of sin is death."t 
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VI. A good servant is generally possessed of 
feeling and sympathy. Where this is wanting, 
it is a distressing addition to the weight of af- 
fliction, and accumulation of sorrow already suf- 
fered ; Job makes a most pointed, aqd pathetic 
lamentation on this subject. ''They that dwell 
in miy house and my maids coaut me for a 
stranger, I am an alien in their sight, I called 
my servant, and he gave me no answer, I en- 
treated him with my mouth."* But how amia- 
ble the feeling, and deep the solicitude of the 
little maid, that was carried captive&om the land 
.of Israel into Syria, who waited on Naaman's 
wife, seeing the great affliction of her master, and 
sympathizing with the whole family, she said to 
her mistress, "Would Qsd, my Lord, were with 
the prophet that b in Samaria, for he would re- 
cover him of his leprosy, "f And this simple 
and modest expression, led to Naaman's cure ; 
and thus she proved to be an unspeakable bless- 
ing to this man, and great comfort to his friends. 
And she is not the only one that has thus cAused 
joy and gladness to families, and saved them 
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from danger and death ; for sympathizing and 
faithful servants, in maQy instances, have been 
Tei7 valuable, and of great service to their supe- 
riors, by their modest and unafiected counsel 
and advice. 

' VII. A good servant always has a strict re- 
gard for truth and integrity. He is honest and 
upright in all bis dealings, and none can lead 
him astray, or cause him to err. He cannot be 
bribed nor prevailed upon to sell the truth for 
any price. But a bad servant is not so scrupu- 
lous about these things; he does not esteem 
truth so- high, as to regard it above ail price, but 
he may be, and often is tempted, and prevailed 
upon by bi iement, to work 

deceit, and uch was the case 

with Ziba, ! that was left ol 

the house c )ught before Da- 

vid the ki sd if there were 

any left ofl it he might shew 

him kiadne ike : — *'And Zi- 

ba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, 
which is lame of his feet. Now when Mephi- 
bosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
was come unto David, he fell on bis &ce, and 
did reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth, 

r, , Cookie 
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and he answered, heboid thy servant. And Da- 
vid said unto him, fear not ; for 1 will surely 
shew thee kindness, for Jonathan, thy .father's 
sake, restore fhee all the land of Saul, thy father, 
and thou shalt eat bread at my table, continual- 
ly."" Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's ser- 
vant, and said unto him : — "I have given unto , 
thy master's son, all that pertained to Saul, and 
to all his house. Thou, therefore, and thy sons, 
and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and 
thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master's 
son may have food to eat ; but Mephiboshetb, 
thy matter's son, shall eat bread alway atmy ta- 
ble." Then said Ziba unto the king : — "Ac- 
cording to all that my Lord, the king hath com- 
manded his servant, so shall thy servant do."t 
But mark the wickedness and deceit of this man. 
And when Da vid was a little past the top of the 
hill, behold Ziba, the servant of Mephiboshetb 
met him, with a couple of asses saddled, and 
upon them two hundred loaves of bread, and a 
hundred bunches of raisins, and a hundred of 
summer fruits, and a bottle of wine. And the 
king said unlo Ziba : — "What meanest thou by 
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these ?" And Ziba said ;— '•The asses be for 
the king's hoQse-bold to ride od, and the bread 
and summer fruit, for the young men to eat ; and 
the wine, that such ds be faint in the wilderness 
may drink." And the king said: — "And where 
is thy master's son ?" And Ziba said unto the 
king: — "Behold he abidetbat Jenualem; for he 
said, to-day shall the house of Israel restore me 
the kingdom of my father." Then said the king 
to Ziba: — "Behold tfaine are all that pertained 
to Mephiboshetfa." And Ziba said : — "I hum- 
bly beseech tbee, that I may find grace in thy 
sight, my lord, O king."* 

And Mephibosheth, the son of Saul, came 
down to meet the king, and had neither dressed 
his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his 
clothes, from the day the king departed, until 
the day he came again in peace. And it came 
to pass, when he was come to Jerusalem to meet 
the king, that the king said unto him : — "Where- 
fore wentest not thou with me, Mephibosheth ?" 
And he answered, my lord, king, my servant 
deceived me : for thy servant said, I will saddle 
me an ass, that I may ride thereon, and go to the 
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king, because, t)ty servant is lame. And he 
balh slancleied ihy servant unto my lord the 
king ; but m);lord, the king, is an angel of God : 
do, therefore, what is good in thine eyes.* It is 
very strange, and almost unaccountable, Ihat Da- 
' vid suffered Ziba to escape merited punishment, 
and permitted him to enjoy a part of the fruits of 
his slander. It may be, he did not, at the time, 
giye full credit to Mepbibosheth's statement. — 
But in the case of Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, 
■who told a falsehood to his master, we are in- 
formed that he received a just recompense of re- 
ward, for his wicked and dishonest conduct. 

"But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man 
of God, Raid, behold, my master hath spared 
Naaman, this Syrian, in not receiving at bis 
bands that which he brought : but, as the Lord 
liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat 
of him. So Gehazi followed after Naaman. — 
And when Naaman saw him running after him, 
he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, 
and said, is all well ; and he said, all is^well. — 
My master hath sent me, saying, behold even 
Aow there be come to me from mount Ephraim, 

' 2 Samnd tis. 24, 27. 
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two young men of the sons of the pmphets, 
give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and 
two changes of garments. And 14'aaman said, 
be content, take two talents. And he urged 
him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, 
with two abanges of garments, and laid them 
upon two of his servants, and they bare them 
before him. And when he came to the tower, 
he took them from their hand, and bestowed 
tiiem in the house, and he let the men go, and 
they departed. But he went in, and stood be- 
fore his master, and Elislia said unto him: — 
"Whence coraest Ihou, Gehazi? And he said, 
thy servant went no whiiher. And he said unto 
him, went not my heart with thee ; when the 
man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? 
Is it a time to receive money, and to receive 
garments, and oHve-yards, and vine-yards, and 
sheep, and oxen, and men servants, and maid 
servants.' The leprosy therefore of Naaman, 
shall cleave unto {hce ; and unto thy seed alter 
thee, for ever. And he went out from his pre- 
sence a leper as white as snow."" 

VI [I. A good servant is faithful, and consci- 

•2 Kinpv.2(l. 27. 
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encious in the discharge of every du^ ; even 
^en he might act otherwise, without being de- 
tected, or brought to punishment. He does not 
require that the eye of his master be constantly 
-watching him ; but feels himself as much bound 
to perform his duties in his absence, as if he 
were always present with him. Whatever work 
be undertakes, or in whatever station he may be 
placed, be is always active and iaithful, were it 
for no other reason, but simply out of respect to 
himself. 

■ Who is not struck with the answer of that 
slave ? which history records ; who, standing 
among others for sale, and being asked by a 
purchaser, "wilt Ihou be faithful, if I buy thee," 
replied "yes, Trfiether you buy me, or not!" — 
But a bad servant is the reverse of all tbis. He 
does not feel it his duty to be always &iihful 
and industrious at his work, bat whenever an 
opportunity is oflcred, he neglects his work, and 
idles away his time, so that his master is fre- 
quently under the painful necessity of iulapting 
harsh and rigorous measures, to make him at- 
tend to his work, and perform the duties of his 
station. Our blessed Saviour, in his simple and 
beautiful manner of imparting instruction by 
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parables, takes frequent occasion to refer to the 
conduct of good and bad servants, for the pur- 
pose of illustrating and explaining some import- 
ant truth. And in one of bis parables he thus 
asks : — "Who then is a faithful, and wise ser- 
vant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give tbem meat in due season ? — ■ 
Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when he 
Cometh, shall find so doing. Verily I say unto 
you, he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 
But, and if that evil servant shall say in his 
heait, my Lord dciayeth his coming, and shall 
begin to smite his fellow servants, and to eat, 
and drink with the drunken, the Lord of that 
servant shall come in a day when he looketh not 
for him, and in an hour that he is not aware.— 
And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him bia 
portion with the hypocrites ; there shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teelh."' In this parable of 
good and bad servants, we have a correct deli- 
neation of their character, and a contrasted view 
of their end. The faithful seri-ant must have 
felt happy, when his master came and found him 
discharging his respective duties, and when he^' 
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was advanced to a higher statioo. But the evil 
servant must have felt miserable, when he was 
found neglecting his duties ; and degraded jp 
such an awful manner. 1 would urge it upon 
every servant to read carefully all the parables 
'of our Saviour, on account of their beauty and 
simplicity in explaining and enforcing truth ; 
and especially because they are his words, dn^ 
ping from his own lips ; and given for jour in- 
struction and benefit. If you read them, I am 
certain you vrill be constrained to say, "Never 
man spake like this man." 

IX. A good servant is kind, and courteous in 
all his behaviour, and strongly attached to those 
that are over him. He considers it not only a 
duty, but also a privilege, to please them well in 
all things ; and nothing grieves him so much as 
their displeasure. There is nothing uncivil nor 
uncourteous in his speech, frowning, nor repul- 
sive in his aspect, proud, nor haughty in his 
but the law of kindness is upon his 
ile upon his countenance, and its ac- 
is life. He is extremely anxious to 
favor, and gain the confidence of his 
and his countenance is brightened up, 
bestow upon him the least token of 

■ r, ,Cv>0^k 
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approbatioa ; though it be but a smile, or a 
kind look. He beeonies strongly attached to 
them, and renders them service, not merely from 
necessi^, but from principle. This attachment 
in some instances, is so strong and powerful as 
to brave danger and death ; and many servants 
rather than be separated from their masters, 
have shared with them every kind of hardship 
and misfortune. At the banishment of the fa- 
mous Barthelemy from France, it is said that his 
servant, Le TelUer, came running up just as his 
master was getting into the carriage, with aa or- 

, del from the Directory, permitting bimtoaccom- 
gsny his master ; he delivered it to Angereau, 
who having read it, said you are determined then 
to share the fate of these men, who are lost for 
ever? Whatever events await them, be assured, 
that they will never return. My mind is made 
up, answered Le Tellier, I shall be but too hap- 
py to share the misfortunes of my master. — 
Well then, replied Angereau, go fanatic, and 
perii^ with him, at the same time adding, sol- 
diers let this man be watched as closely as those 

.miscreants. Le Tellier threw himself oa his 
knees before his master, who was too weak at 
this awful moment to press so affectionate a 



36 GOOD AND BAD SBRVANTS CONTRASTED. 

friend to his bosom. This worthy fellow, say 
the exiles, haa constantly shown the same cour- 
age and attachment, and we have always treated 
and considered him as one of our companioos. 
A gentleman of respectability in England, Dr. 

L , was lately confined for some time in the 

1^ while his fortune involved 
va9 unjustly ^vilhbeld from 
distressing period, be was 
to tell his negro servant that 
to his feelings, they must 
part, his pecuniary difficulties being now such, 
that he was unable to provide himself with the 
necessaries of life. The negro replied with af- 
fectionate warmth: "No massa, we will. never 
part ; many a year have you kept me, and now I 
will keep you." 

Accordingly he went out to work as a day la- 
bourer, and at the end of every week faithfully 
brou^t bis earnings to his master, which were 
sufficient to support them both, until the cfaance- 
' ly suit ^as decided ; by which the Doctor ob- 
tained an award of thirty thousand pounds ; and 
very much to bis honor, he has settled a hand- 
some annuity, for life, on this ^thfiil, and affec- 
tionate negro. 
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A Portuguese slave, who had run away from 
his master and fled into the woods, but after- 
wards having heard Ihat his old master was ar- 
rested and likely to be condemned for a capital 
crime, came into the court of justice, assumed 
the guilt of the fact, suifered faimaelf to be im- 
prisoned, brought false, tl 
his cripie, and was execu 
loved master. Though ■ 
conduct as an unjustifiablt 
of his own life, yet we 

affection, gratitude, greatness, and generosity of 
mind, here displayed. But how diflerent from 
all this is the conduct of a bad servant. He is 
uncorteous and hateful in all bis behaviour, 
and every action of his life betrays a want of 
kindness and affection ; there is something re- 
pulsive and disdainful in his very countenance^ 
and there is nothing agreeable nor prepossessing 
in his appearance. It is of very little conse- 
quence to him whether his employers are pleased 
■with him or not, and the only thing that gives 
him the least trouble is, the punishment conse- 
quent upon crime ; could he get rid of this, he 
would not care the snap of his finger about iheir 
ditpleasure. He has no affection nor attachment 
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for those that are over him, but hn heart is liill 
of Ijitter- hatred, and malicious dbposition ,to- 
iv^s thejn. . Were they to be brought to i^v- 
eitj and distress, he would not share their mis- 
foikitiea, nor would Jie throw himself into any 
inconvenience to help them out of trouble. 

X. A good senranl is obedient, not only to 
those over him tliat axe kind and humane, but 
also to the fcoward and morose, who are often 
angry without cause, and use improper ScTerity. 
He bebayes well when unjustly punished, and 
endure^ the severest sufferings without peevish 
complaiats or purposes of revenge. And not- 
withstanding all his harsh treatment, he still 
perseveres in meelc' endeavours to do his duty. 
He is guided in all his doings, not by his own 
-feelings, nor the conduct of others, but by the 
imwring word of God ; which says, "servants 
b* subject to yoat masters with all fear, not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to'the fro- 
war<L For this is thankworthy, if a man for 
«onscieac« towai^ God, endure grief, su£fer- 
Ing wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when 
ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it pa- 
tiently ? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for 
it, ye take it patiently, this is aeceptfible with 
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God ; for even hereunto were ye called, be- 
cause Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example^ that ye should follow his steps ; who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth, 
who when fae was reviled, reviled not again ; 
when he suffered, he threatened not, but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth righteously."* 
How beautifully is this passage illoUrated in 
the following example : — A poor little African 
boy, only ten years 6i age, went to hear the 
preaching of one of the missionaries, and became 
through his instrumentality, a convert to the 
Christian religion : his master, (an inveterate 
enemy to missions,) Jiearing of it,' commanded 
him never to go again, and declared he would 
have him whipped to death if he did. The poor 
little boy, in consequence of this mandate, was 
veiy miserable. He could scarcely refrain from 
going, yet knew his death was inevitable if fae 
did. In this critical situation, he sought dirtc- 
tion and assistance at the throne of grace, and 
after having done this, be felt convinced that it 
was stUl his duty to attend, but to be careful that 
he should never interfere with his master's busi- , 

* Peter 2, IS, 23. 
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ness, and /or the rest to leave hiiOBelf id the 
hands of God. He thera&ra went, and on Ku 
return, was siitniaoned to his master's presence, 
and after much violent and abusive language, 
Xeceived five atid tnenty lashes, and then in a 
sarcastic tone of 'blaeph^mous Tidicule, bis mas- 
ter exclaimed, "what can Jesus Christ do for 
you now ?" "he enables me to bear it patiently,'* 
said the poor child, "give him iive and twenty 
lashes more!" said the inhuman wretch. He 
was obeyed^ "And what can Jesus Christ do 
for you now?" asked the nnfeeling monster. 
"He helps me to look forward to a future re- 
ward," replied the little «ufferer. "Give him 
Jve and twenty lashes more" vociferated the 
cruel tyrant in a transport of rage. They com- 
plied, and while he listened with savage delight, 
to the extcrted groans of his dying victim, be 
again demanded, "What can Jesus Christ do for 
jtoa now ?" The youthful martyr, with the last 
effort of expiring nature, meekly answered, "He 
enables me to pray for you, Massa," and in- 
stantly breathed his Idst. 

Is not this St clear proof of the transforming 
power of the gospel, in .enabling a mere youth, 
converted to Cliristianity only a short time- be- 
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.fore, thu3 to exhibit the same mind which vai 
in Christ, when he said on the cross, "Father 
' forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
, But a bad servant is the reverse of all this ; lie 
does not possess that forgiving ipirit which leadf 
a person to pray for his tormentors,' and return 
good for evil when subjected to suffering and 
Hl-treatment ; the passion of revenge is roused 
ID his soul, and he repays evil for evil. 

XI. A good servant is kind and affectionate 
to those that are engaged in like service with - 
himself. He does not render himself hatefiil by 
his haughty disposition and harsh behaviouTt 
but is kind and tender hearted in all his deport- 
ment. He is patient under provocation — re- 
straining his anger, and keeping his wrath in 
complete subjection, under the most provoking 
insults, amidst the basest ingratitude, or the most 
irritating scorn. In his intercourse with his fel- 
low servants, he is not quick to take offence, by 
any real or supposed wrong, nor so jealoui of 
his own dignity, as to be roused to anger by any 
trifling offence, nor transported to wrath by more 
serious provocations. A spirit of revenge is not 
cherished in his breast, and when be is injured or 
offended, he is easily conciliated, most forward t« 



42 GOOD AND BAD SERTAHTS COKTHAtTIB. 

for^ve, and ever ready to return good fot evil. 
This was beautifully illustrated in the following 
account. 

A slave in one of the islandi of the Vest Iq- 
dias who had originRlly come from Aliica, hav- 
ing been brought under the influence of religious 
instnictioD, became singularly \-aluab]e to his own- 
er on account of his integrity and general good 
conduct ; aAer some time his master raised him 
to a situation of some consequence in the man- 
agement of his estate, and on one occasion, 
wanting to purchase twenty additional slaves, 
employed him to make the selection, giving him 
instruction to choose those who were strong, 
and likely to make good workmen. The man 
went to the slave market and commenced bis 
scrutiny. He had not long surveyed the multi- 
tnde offered for sale, before he fixed his eye upoa 
one decrepid slave, and told he must be one. — • 
The master appeared to be greatly surprised at 
bis choice, and remonstrated against it. The 
poor fellow begged that he might be indulged, 
vhen the dealer remarked that if they were 
about to buy twenty, he would give the old man 
in the bargain. The purchase was accordingly 
made, and the slaves vere cimducted to the plan- 
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voked, and continnallj quanels and disputes 
with them, and his chief dehght is to be engaged 
in broils and contentions. He is so truly infer- 
nal in his disposition, as to sicken and pine at 
4e sight of the success, or happiness of others, 
and cherishes ili-will on that account, towards 
them. When he hears another praised and 
commended, he feels a burning of heart within, 
and an inclination to detract from their feme, 
and to lower them in the estimation of those who 
applaud them. He secretly rejoices to lessen 
and lower them in public opinion, and strives 
to render them the objects of dislike. Envy 
and hatred are the ruling passions of his soul ; 
he not only renders evil for evil, but frequently 
like his father, the Devil, renders evil for good, 
and thus biings upon himself the contempt and 
displeasure of all his companions. 

XII. A good servant will discover many of 
the lesser virtues, and excellent dispositions, 
which ate essential to fit and qualify him for hta 
station. He will pursue bis course of service in 
a quiet and steady manner, in opposition to that 
noisy and turbulent conduct, which is so offen- 
sive to hi^ employers. He acts as in the sight 
of Gdd, aijd needs not the presence of the supe- 
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rior to prompt him to duty. He is patient and 
submissive, even under unkind language and 
cruel treatment. He will shun the beer-house, 
the grog-shop, the gambling- table^ and the play- 
house, knowing that these engross the time 
which is not his own, anid involve him in ex- 
penses which he cannot bear without resorting 
to pilfering and fraud. 

He i9 a keeper at home, and is not guilty qf 
making mischief between families, by cairying 
tales from one house to another, so that we can- 
not apply to him that odious epithet,. tale-bearer. 
He is prone and anxious to conceal the failings 
of others, and knows full well that many things 
of a private nature frequently occur in families, 
■which ought never to be mentioned out of doors ; 
and therefore he refrains from telling any thing 
that has a tendency to injure the character or 
reputation of his employers. Bat a bad servant 
is extremely troublesome on all these points. — 
He is. frequently found lounging about the beer- 
house and grog-shop, spending his money and 
gettingdrunk ; and sonieiimes^ in order ta get 
whiskey, he resorts to pilfering and fraud, until 
he is detected and brought to shame and ruin. 
There is more of this wicked practice carried on 
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than people are generally aware, and it is wotse 
in some parts of the country than others. It so 
bap[tens that there are some wicked men, or ra- 
ther evil spirits in human shape, who hold out 
inducements and encourage servants to defraud 
their nissters of property, and bring it to them jn 
exchange for whiskey or some other drinks. 
Now any man that would do thtsj ought to be 
held up to public odium, and banialied from so- 
• ciety, and the servant who resorts to such wick- 
ed practice, ought to be apprehended and se- 
verely dealt with, as a warning and example to 
others. 

A bad seirartt has also a wonderful faculty for 
telling tales. If any thing unpleasant lias occur- 
red in the femily to which he belongs, he ap- 
pears to be greatly troubled, until all the neigh- 
bors have been informed of it ; and his chief de- 
light is to circulate false and slanderous reports. 
He is very noisy and contentious among his fel- 
low servants, so much so as to occasion great 
annoyance and trouble to his employers. A very 
unpleasant occurrence took place not long since, 

ata certain family in the city of W . When 

the lady of tbe house was entertaining a compa- 
ny in the parlour one morning, they were great- 
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ly annoyed with a terrible noise From the kitchen. 
The lady rang the bell to enquire the cause of it, 
but no answer. The bell vas rang again, but 
there was no answer. She had to go down her- 
self to see what was the matter, but soOp re- 
turned much frightened and deeply mortified, 
and was under the painful necessity of informing 
them that her two servant maids were fighting, 
in the kitchen, and that she could not part them. 
It seems they got at it in earnest, and fought ; 
'with knife in hand, and scratching most wofully, 
fts women sometimes do, when they get at such 
■work. I hope such scenes are of rare occur- 
rence, especially among female servants. 

XIII. A good servant is extremely anxious to 
serve his time and fulfil all his engagements. — 
He does not consider it a matter of little conse- 
quence whether or not he violates a pledge, or 
breaks an engagement which he has made with 
his employers, but looks upon it in the light of 
a solemn duty, and feels himself bound to fulfil 
whatever he has promised. He will not, if he , 
can possibly avoid it, -withdraw from service or 
Tun away from his master, before his time has 
expired, whether it be for a limited period of 
years, or for life. 
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But a bad servant is not very conscienciqus 
about these things. He can violate a pledge, or 
break an engagement without much trouble or 
regret, and if it suits his purpose, be can run 
away from his master, and tbus cheat him out of 
his time and property. We hare an instance of 
this in the case of Onesimus, the servant of Phi- 
lemon, who raA away from his master, and fbi 
that, or some other crime, was imprboned .at 
Rome, where he became acquainted with the 
apostle Paul, and was converted through his 
instrumentality. After Onesiraus's conversion, 
Paul did not detain him in bis service, nor per- 
suade him to stay away from his master, but 
sent him back to Philemon, as every other man 
ought to do under the same circumstances. For 
ciHiversion to Christianity does not change the 
civil relations of men, nor release tbem from former 
engagements; but it rather strengthens their obli- 
gations as citizens, and members of society. The 
Bibleenjoins upon them, whateverbe their station, 
obedience and fidelity; submit yourselvies to every 
ordinance of man, for the Lord's sake. "Servants 
be subject to your masters, with all fear, not only 
to the good and gentle,' but also to the froward."* 

•1 Peter 2, 18. IS. 
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XIV. A good servant is very useful and ser- 
viceable to his employer and all others connect- 
ed with him. He fulfils his onn character, and 
discharges his several duties to the entire satis- 
faction of all concerned. He is extremely care- 
ful not to give offence by acting unsuitable to 

, his rank or station, and his mild and conciliating 
manners secure to him the good will and confi- 
dence of his superiors. And by his honest and 
faithful conduct, he removes every prejudice 
from their mind, and stops the moulh of slander- 
ers. The servants of lord , were greatly 

. impressed, and evidently reformed under the 
preaching of the gospel at — '^. His lordship 
being one day on the promenade, was jeered by 
some of the company, upon the revolution which 
had taken place among his servants, by a change 
of their religion. The noble lord replied, "as 
to the change of their religion, pr what their re- 
ligious sentiments are, I cannot tell, but one 
thing I know, that since they have changed their 
religion, they have been much better servants, 
and shall meet with no opposition from me*' — 
Hon delightful and happy is it when •ur good 
conduct puts to silence the ignorance of foolish 
speakers. 
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Some years ago, says an eminent writer, I be- 
came acquainted with a servant, whom I shall 
call Luciua, one who knowing the hunaa heart 
in its deceitfulness and deep depravity, stood 
before his God like the pubtican, smiting upon 
his breast, but before his master he stood with 
an integrity and diligence which his master had 
loi^ observed, and which at length gained his 
entire confidence. His master thought, and 
talked of Christianity, like many more, who have 
it yet to learn, but he was constrained to admira 
its e^cts in his servant Lucius. He saw in 
him evident marks of the fear of God, the conso- 
lations of Ibe gospel, tJie truth it enjoins, and the 
devotion it ' inspires. But while he beheld all 
this as a stngnlar matter of fact, maintained and 
exercised m a house like his, he was equally 
struck in observing that Lucius was one of the 
most humble and attentive of his domestics, and 
no less eminent as a servant than a sunt. The 
unbelieving master continued while he lived, to 
advance and vindicate the Christian servant, and 
dying, bequeathed a solid testunony to his vir- 
tues. 

To Lucius the servants abo looked as to a 
common friend or brother. He instructed them. 
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he assisted them, he reconciled them, he vas 
their example, and if there were any more fool- 
ish or profligate than the rest, he had the honor 
of their reproach. 

I need not add, that I mention this fact as 
well as "the former, to show how honorable a 
part such servants sustain in society ; to show 
that true religion J,is the same in every age, to 
exhibit the fruits of genuine Christianity whenever 
it is found, and to encourage servants to higher 
aims than they generally entertain. All good 
servants act thus, and are highly respected by all 
around them. 

But a bad servant acts quite the contrary. He 
is rude and impertinent in his manners, and his 
whole behaviour is indecorous and unbecoming 
the rank and station which he holds in society. 
He indulges himself in haughty airs, and exhibits 
a proud and arrogant spirit. There is nothing 
agreeable nor conciliating in his deportment, and 
by his improper conduct, he excites the prejudice 
and ill-will of his superiors. He lowers anil de- 
■ grades himself in the estimation of all good peo- - 
pie, and instead of commanding the respect, he 
is always hated by his fellow-servants. 
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sufficient care of herself." "I have observed 
said I, her attention at church, as well as when 
waiting upon you." "My servant," continued 
she, "is a Christian, and in my late distress, af- . 
forded me her prayers as well as her tears. Her 
parents vfere too poor to give her any education, 
but she has taught herself to read, and frequently 
reads the scriptures to me. Now and then while 
she is readiug, her heart is too full to be quite 
silent on the passage, and thi 
pression or two, accompaniei 
city and meaning, as to britif 
words of our Saviour : "I th; 
Lord of Heaven and earth, 
these' things from the wise a 
veated them unlo babes." I] 
one oT the most valuable g 
from an indulgent Provider 
have supposed that so much 
on the faithfulness and care of a poor servant." 
How much better do these retired virtues deserve 
recording, than those splendid virtues, which 
historians call up all their eloquence to perpetu- 
ate and adorn. 

But who coiddsay thisofabad servant. What 
is there in him worthy of being noticed or per- 
5' 
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peluated. All his actions and conduct bespeak 
a want of sympathy and afiection, and his iieart 
is utterly destitute of every kind and tender feel- 
ing. When he sees others in distress, lie has no 
desiie of alTording them relief, and if requested 
to supply their wants or administer to their ne- 
cessities, he turns away with scorn, and exhibits 
the utmost IndiffeTeDce and neglect ; and if at 
any time he is called to wait upon the sick and 
afflicted, instead of giving them aid and comfort 
"by his kiBd and Incessant care, he is the source 
of continual grief and trouble to them, on account 
oCbis want of attention apd remissness in duty, 
XVI. A good servant Caels a deep tolerest ia 
Ae spiritual as well aa temporal welfare of others. 
He aims at this in all that he does, and makes it 
ihe great object of his life to benefit others. He 
has fregueoUy prov«d himself to be of gteat ser- 
vice to his superiors, and of unspeakable blessing 
to his fellow-servaDts. And were we possessed 
of sufficient mformation and all ths iacts in the 
cue, we might record innumerable instances of 
servants being the happy means of cmverting 
many souls to Qod, and putting to silence the ig* 
norance of foolish speakers. And thus they be- 
come oo-workers with God in tbe great and mighty 
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work of conventog the world. This is the great- 
est honour that can possibly be conferred od man, 
and we, are expressly told in the Scriptures, that 
they that lurn many uiito righteousness, shall shine 
as the stars for ever and ever. Now can it be 
possible that poor and obscure servants are per- 
mitted to engage in this glorious work ? yes, for 
many are able to trace their first religious in^res- 
sions and conversion under God, to the instrument- 
ality of servants. A servant maid resided some ' 
years since, in a certain family in the north of Ire- 
land ; the family were dissenters, but dissenier 
in many parts of Ireland is but another name for 
an Arian or Socinian. The poor gid was much 
ridiculed fbr.her religion by thb young ladies, yet 
she did not render evil for evil, but on. the contra- 
ry, she would allow them to laugh at her, and then 
mildly reason with them ; she made it her study to 
be attentive and useful to them, took opportunities 
to speak to them about religion, and would offer 
to read the sacred scriptures to them when they 
went to bed. They commonly fell asleep md 
that in a very little time undor the sound, but she 
'was not discouraged. Having exemplified Chris- 
tianity in her hfe, Providence sent a fever to re- 
move her to a better state. The young ladies 
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were not permitted to see her during her illness, 

but they heard of her behaviour, which did not 

lessen the impression that her previous conduct 

had made upon them. Soon after this, two of 

tEe young ladies made a public profession of true 

region ; the little leareu spread, and now the 

whole family appear truly pious. Nor is religion 

in this highly favored family confined to them 

alone, but their influence is also felt in other fan^- 

tice, that Ihey 

•ressions, and 

and death of 

a person may 
.f life. Who 
influence for 
and will yet 
s, 8ik»t in the 
Eising and ex- 
How interest- 
ing and delightful wilj be Uie mterview betwetn 
those young ladies and her, when they shall meet 
in heaven, and where they shall relate, and trace 
their fiiet religious impressions and conversion 
under God, to her good influence and Christian 
conduct. Then they shall rejoice together in the 
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iove of God throughout eternity, and praise him 
for his redeeming grace. But how different from 
all this )B the condirct ^d behaviour of a bad ser- 
vant. He exerts no good influence on his com; 
psnioDS, but on the contrary, leads them down the 
path of vice to shame and ruin. His example is 
very injurious to those that are younger than him- " 
self, and not only, he is wielded himself, but takes 
delight also in making others wicked, which is the 
deepest i person's ' 

characte self to be 

of any ri lis fellow- 

servants 

he brill) 1 

nected i > 

by his n \i 

ed ill-feeling and suspicion against othi 
were honest and upright in all their dealin 
stead of reforming and benefitting thos 
him, he is the means of hardening their fa 
leading them on to sin. And how awful v 
interview, in the eternal world between 
those whom he thus ruined and destroyei 
I might run out the- contrast much fai 
naeotion many other particulars, which i 
the distinction between good and bad se 
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But sufficient have been given to demonstrate that 
among this class as well as every other, there are 
some good and some bad. And by reading the 
illustrations drawn from scripture and other ex- 
amples, every candid mind must be convinced that 
there have been and still are, many servants of 
excellent and unimpeachable character. 

I hope every servant who may read the forego- 
ing remarks, will pause awhile before proceeding 
any farther, and enquire which of those descrip- 
tions answer his case, for each one must belong 
to either of them ; if you are not good, you must 
be bad, because there is no neutral plact here to 
occupy. 

^ Perhaps some, after making proper reflections, 
will be compelled to class theinsdlves among the 
bad ^eiVants, if that Aouldbe the case, I confess 
it is rather mournful and degrading. Yet still, if 
you really believe that to be the faa, you have 
made a great discovery, because no one will ever 
make any attempt to reform, until be is first con- 
vinced that his former conduct has been wrong 
and improper. 

Some may exclaim that they have not hereto- 
fore properly discharged their respective duties, 
and they express great sorrow for it, and wish to 
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become better, if they only knew how. It will 
be my.object in what follows to give some direc- 
tions how all may become good ; and my first 
direction is, 

Sees Re li e ion. 

I mention this firsts because it is the most im- 
poitant, and indeed the only thing that can make 
you truly useful. It teaches you to deny all un- 
godliness and woildly lusts, and live soberly, 
lighteousiy, aad godly in this present world. It 
will prepare you for the discharge of every duty, 
aad fit you for every relation of life, for no mo- 
tives are so powerful in influencing us to do gooi^ 
as those of religion. . ' 

But you may ask, what i^ religion ? and kow 
are we to seek it ? Religion, as it has been al- 
ready stated, is a right state of mind towardsGod 
and our fellow men. "Thou shall love tha Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with. all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, 
and thy neighbor as thyself." On' thepe two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets, 
and may be considered as the sum and substance 
of religion. We should endeavorto cultivate high 
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regard and veneratloD for tl^ names, and attributes 
of God. We must be deeply and constantly im- 
pressed with B sense of our obligations to him, as 
our Creator, Preserver, and daily Benefactor, and 
especially as our Redeemer in Christ Jesus. We 
should always bear in mind, that he is the former 
of our bodies, and the Father of our souls, that be 
has made us, and not we ourselves, and that hi 
giving us existence, be bad some wise and worthy 
end in view. It cannot be that he has sent us in- 
to this world to live to ourselves, or merely to 
seek the gratifications of the present life. He 
had higher and nobler ends in view when he gave 
us being. He made us for himself, and formed 
us for his own glory. And we should m all things 
show forth his prajse, and glorify him iii our bo- 
dies and our spirits which are his, because the 
chief end of our being is to glorify Qod, and en- 
joy him for ever. 

Are you sensible of this ? Do you really feel 
your obligations to God, as the author of yoar 
being, and that as your Creator, he has a right 
of authority over you, to demand your service, 
* ytfur time, and your all. 

-He is Rot only our Creator, but also our Pre- 
server ; and this increases our obligation to love 
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and serve him. We are indebted to God not 
only for our original, but our continued existence, 
for in him we live and move, and have our be- 
ing, and from him we receive life and breath, 
and all things. Do you think of this sometimes ; 
and are you sensible of your own weakness and 
dependence upon Qod ; for without him you can 
do nothing. And were he to withdraw from un- 
derneath you his almigh^ arm, you would imme- 
diately sink into your original nothingness. — 
Iivery day, and every moment of your life, lays 
you under new obligations to be more obedient 
and grateful to God, as the great author and sup- 
porter of your being. He is not only our Crea- 
tor and Preserver, but tdso our daily Benefactor. 
We are the creatures of his bounty, and the sub- 
jects of his care. How good and kind he has 
been to us. Every successive breath we draw 
is a new and repeated evidence of his goodness. 
How manifold are the mercies we receive, and 
how various are the sources of our enjoyments. 
How greatly do the di&rent organs of our sens- 
es contribute to our happiness? What an 
, amount of pleasure and delight we derive fron 
cunoanding objects, through the organ of sight ? 
H.OTT pleasant and agreeabU are the singing of 
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birds, Hnd other melodious sounds communicat- 
ed u us through the organ of hearilig ? How 
sweet and delicious are the luxuries of life en- 
joyed by us through the organ of taste ? And 
how delightful and refreshing are the odours of 
flowers and other things, which we partake 
through the organ of smell ? Now these organs 
instead of contributing to our hapjriness, might 
have been so formed as to communicate inces- 
sant pain and misery, and still preserve our life. 
Do you ever think of this ? And are you truly 

' thankful to the bountiful Giver of every good and 
perfect gift? Do you seriously feel your obliga- 
tions to Him for bis loving kindness, and tender 
mercies?' Or do you live on the bounties of 
Heaven, and constantly partake of the good 
things of this life, without ever thinking of the 

. Hand which bestows them all ? If ycu do, you 
have no religion ; for the veiy essence of religion 
consists in exercising pious and grateful feelings 
towards God, for the blessings he so abundantly 
showers down upon us. Let me ask, what are 
the feelings of your heart towards your earthly 

' parents, when you think of their kind and con- . 
slant care -over you in helpless infancy and 
younger years ? Can you forget their toils, and 
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cares, and watchings over you ? Are you aj)le 
to break asunder those tender ties which bind 
you still so closely to them? Or do you Dot, on 
the contrary, feel that neither time nor distance 
can weaken those strong cords of affection 
vbich unite your soul in love to them ? And 
■while you are now perhaps far away from your 
dear friends, and entirely among strangers, your 
mind frequently runs back to those former times, 
when under the parental, roof, you received so 
many tokens of care and affection. But if your 
earthly parents deserve all this from you, and if 
a recollection of their kindness is so deeply im- 
pressed upon your mind that nothing can blot it 
out, how much more does your heavenly Father 
deserve your tenderest love and gratitude ? He 
who is the best and, kindest of all jriends ; and 
he who ha^ watched over you with unremitting 
care ever since you had a being. What would 
you think of bim who forgets and disregards his 
earthly parents ? Would you not charge him 
with base ingratitude .' But how much more un- 
grateful is he who foi^ets and disregards his 
heavenly Father ? • 

There is another, and still more interesting 
view in which we ought to think of God, and 
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that is, as our Redeemer, io Christ Jesus. If 
the other considerations of our heavenly Father 
ought to excite feelings of gratitude, and awak- 
en us to a deep sense of our obligations to him, 
how much more should this move our hearts ia 
love ? Only think of the prize he gave for our 
redemption ; His only begotten, and well-be- 
loved Son, "For God so loved the world as to 
give his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." What greater gift could he bestow 
than this, for when he gave his Son he gave all. 
And should you not give your heart to him, and 
spend your life in hia service ? This indeed 
would be but,a small return for so great a gift. 
Think also of the sacrifices which Christ made 
for us : consider the glory from which he des- 
cended, the shame and ignominy to which he 
stooped, the variety, the severity, and the con- 
tinuance of his sufferings, and the place, and the 
mode of his dying ; then you shall be able to 
feel the justice of the apostle Paul's remarks, 
that be humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. Does not 
this deserve your gratitude, and lead you to make 
an unreserved consecration of yourself to God. 
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Our heavenly Father not only gave his Son to 
die for us, but has sent his Spirit to apply the 
blessings which Christ purchased, to the souls 
of those that are saved. This Blessed Spirit, by 
his sweet constraining iofluences, operates upon 
the hearts of those who believe. Have you ever 
etperienced his strivings in your heart? Do 
you feel no anxiety about your spiritual welfare? 
Are you not sometimes impressed with the im- 
portance and necessity of securing the salvation 
of your soul? Have you no desire of making 
your peace with God, and become a Christian? 
If you have, cherish and indulge those feelings, 
and under their influence go to the throne of 
grace and ciy for mercy to your sod ; for be as- 
sured that those feelings and desires are not the 
native production of your own heart, neither 
were they infused there by the adversary of your 
soul, but they are the operations of the Spir- 
it of God upon your heart. And yon know 
what the scripture saith : — "Quench not the Spir- 
it. To-day if ye will hear his voice harden not 
your heart." Those who frequently and serious- 
ly meditate upon God, under the respective cha- 
racters that have been stated, and exercise pious 
6* 
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and grateful feelings towards him, as their Cre- 
ator, Preserver,. Benefactor and gracious Re- 
deemer, will ndtumlly and necessarily exercise 
proper feelings towards their fellow men. 

Religion is a real and inestimable acquisition. 
It is no; a fiction, it it not bigotry, superstition, 
or a cunningly devised fable. It is not the mark 
of a meaa, but of a great mind. It b wisdom in 
the tinderstanding, rectitude in the will, and pu- 
ri^ in the affectioas. The man that is truly re- 
ligious, is bom again ; he is brought out of 
darkness into marrellous light; the principle 
of beliness is implanted in his soul, and like the 
returning prodigal, he comes home to his Father. 
How great a change ! What an unspeakable 
blessing ? It is worthy of God to give and ought 
to be the highest objects of our desires to receive. 
Without this it is impossible to enter into the 
kingdom of God, or experience the exercises 
and consolations of his people. Religion is pro- 
fitable in this life, as well as in that which is to 
come ; it prompts to &' bithful and consciencious 
diichi^ge of every duty, and in a moral view^ it 
rendws a person greatly superior to what he was 
before his eoaverBion. Religion forms a better 
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parent or child, a belter ruler or subject, a better 
master or servant, than -wiihout it can possibly 
be formed. 

It suppresses the baser passions, sug^sts the 
noblest views, and animates the soul to be rici) 
in good works. No prinitiples ever known 
among men, are so efficacious in promoting ho- 
liness, and none actually abounds in good woi^ 
except those who feel the constraining influen- 
ces of religion in their hearts. Let the scoffers 
at Christianity, and the enemies of ' revelation, 
therefore beware how they think and speak of 
religion, since it is so essential, even to the well- 
being of society. For we are fully authorised 
to state from revelation and universal experience, 
that in proportion as the influences of religion 
are felt in the community, sq will the state of 
society become better or worse. And let those 
who wish to be useful in their day and genera- 
ticMi, and' happy beyond the grave, seek religion, - 
for nothing else, can make them truly good. 

There is a very wrong idea of religion preva- 
lent in the world. Many look npoq it as a<Hae- 
thing gloomy and melancholy, and if they be- 
come religious, they must renounce every plea- 
sure, and give themselves up to grief. Now 
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tliis is altogether a Wrong impression, and a 
great slander on rdigion, for there is nothing in 
it diat has the least tendency tb cause grief and 
sorrow to rtie mind. It is true that Christians 
are frequently cast dows, asd walk moumfiil 
under the oppression of the enemy. But the 
' occasion of it is ^ot religion^hut rather the want 
of religion. 

Wl(«n the child of God lives under the pure 
influence of religion, and partakes of its plea- 
sures, he has joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
and he is oH^ made to rejoice greatly in the 
Lord amidst the trials and troubles of life ) when 
he is harrassed with cares, and distressed with 
fears, its soothing balm affords consolation (o 
biB-Ennd; when he is despised by the world, 
forgotten by friends, and ill treated by those that 
are over him, he has a sure support to sustain 
him under all his discouragement^. When 
every earthly source of enjoyment is shut up 
against him, and when flesh and heart faii^th, 
God is the strength of his heart, and his por- 
tion forever. What more does he want. If 
yoU'desire_ comfort in all your trouble*, and 
help in every time of need, seek religion, for 
itis pleasures and enjoyments are unspeakably 
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more extensive and pure, and* lasting, than those 
of the world. 

I ought to state, ^owever, that if yOu become 
religious, you must renounce eveiy sinful plea- 
aure, and withdraw from your wicked compa^ 
nions. But in giving tliem up, then 
lightful satisfaction^ecause yqu are o 
ing yourself of those very things th£ 
cause of all your grief and sorrow, 
will teach you to return good for evi 
those that curse you, and to pray for your ene- 
mies. 

But yoB may ask farther. How are we to 
seek religion, and improve ourselves in the 
knowledge and practice of it ? You must seek 
it by the diligent use of those means which God 
has appointed, such as reading the Bible, pray- 
er, self-examination, and a faithful attendance 
upon the public orilinances of the sanctuary. — 
The Bible is a book intended for our use, and 
expressly given for that purpose. You should 
therefore peruse ils precious contents, study its 
holy precepts, make it the man of your counsel, 
and the delight of your soul. You should also 
regard it as tho revealed will of Ood to man, as 
the highest and only rule whence we are to leara 
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our duty. If you carefully read the Psalms of 
David, you cannot but be impressed with one 
fact, aamely, the frequent mentioQ he makes of 
the word of God. In the hundred and nine- 
teenth psalm, which is the longest,- there is not, 
I think, a single verse without some allusion to 
the word or law of Gbd. He only had the five 
books of Moses and a few others, yet how high- 
ly did ha value them ; he esteemed them more 
precious than gold, yea than much fine gold, 
sweeter also than lioney and the honey-comb, 
and regarded them as a lamp to his feet, and a 
light to his path. Bui how much more^should 
we value them, since we have not 'only the five 
books of Moses, but tiie complete word of God, 
as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 



in order to read the Bible with profit, you 
must constantly bear in mind that it is the word 
of God. If the Lo«l should send you a message 
direct from heaven, would you not receive it 
with great solemnity, or if Christ should write 
a letter with his own hand, would you not read 
it again and again, and believe every word of it- 
Now thiB Bible is a message sent from God ; 
it is a letter addressed to you fiom'Christ ; you 
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should therefore read it witfi great care and re- 
verence, and every time you open it, you should 
say to yourse'f, this is God's book, I will hear 
what God the Lord will speak. Win iitver )oii 
read the Bible, jnu should Jonk to G-il for ihe 
help and light of his spirit. The scriptures con- 
tain man^ things hard to be understood, which 
they that are unlearned and unstable, wrest unto 
their own destruction : not that they are unin- 
telligible in themselves, but because sin has 
darkened our understanding, and perverted our 
judgment, so that we cannot apprehend their 
proper meaning. Every time, therefore, you 
open the Bible, you should say witli David : — 
"Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wond- 
rous things out of thy law." 

Exercise faith in all that you read, because 
there is no part of scripture which can be pro- 
perly read without faith ; and this faith must be 
such as shall produce in you those very feelings 
intended by God, in revealing the truih : for 
example, when you read a command, faith will 
lead you to obey, when you read a threatening, 
to tremble, when you read a promise, to embrace 
it, especially when any thing is written ecncern- 
ing Christ, faith will lead us to accept of him, 
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Bftd rest upon him alone for salvation. When* 
ever you read any portioa of God's vrofd, ask 
yourself, do I realJy .believe these things. And 
often say with the apostle p{ old, Lord iacresse 
our faith. 

Make it a constant practice of reading soma 
portion of scripture daily, tho,ugh it be Jaut few 
verses, for it is much better to i^d a verse or 
two every day than many chapters at once, but 
at Ipng and irregular intervals. The word of 
God is the nourishment of the soul, jiirt as febd 
is of the body) and we should be as unwitUog 
to omit our daily potUon of it as we would be to 
miss one of our ordinary meals. 

Committo memory some portion of scripture 
every' day, this is an excellent practice, and 
there is much advantage dnired from it; for 
if you have cdmmitted much of the Bible to 
memoiy, it will afibrd ;oa subjects for medita- 
tion, whea you oannot have your book before 
you, and it will aid and comfort you when st 
work or sick, or during the wakmg hours of the 
night. 

Attend frequently and punctually to the duties 
of self-ezBmination and prayer. Be careiiil to 
retire often from the world, and seek some solii' 

r, ,Cv>0^k 
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taiy chambop for secret prayer, and &ere com- 
mune iritb your ows heart ; attend to the ardu-, 
t)us vvik of self-examination, and pour out tfae 
desires and aspiiatioRS of yosr heart, whea nODe 
but God is present; and what a delightfot privi- 
Jege, thus to retire a while from the wiwld, aad 
tiold sweet and intimate communion with our 
Father and (wr God. VHieneTer yoU approach 
the throne of grace, endeavor to have the com* _ 
bined feelings of fear anJ confidence. Pray ia 
iaith, nothing doubting: ask in the name of 
Christ, for he is the only acceptable plea that 
ne can have. Be earnest inyoui supplications, 
end let your heart be engaged in the work when 
you pray. For what is prayer but the ofiering 
up of our desirds, the ppuiing out of the heart, 
or the ascension of the soul unto God? Perse- 
vere in prayer, pray alwsy 3, be instant in prayer, , 
j»ray with aU prayer and supplication ; pray witb- 
out ceasing. But yoa may ask how can I p»y 
without ceasing, and attend to my other duties. 
You are not the first one that has beeia piuzled 
with the solution of this difficul^. Many ttise 
ant) great men hare not been able to gire a sat- 
is^tory ' explanation of this passage. Some- 
. time since a nuiaber of ministers were assembled 



'74 how' TO fiEOOMS GOOD SEBVAllVt. 

for th« discussion oif difficult questions, and 
aMeog others, it was asked hcnt thecommaiid to 
{tnjwithout ceavng could be complied with ? — 
Tftrious euppoutions were started, and at leogtii 
one of the nambei was ^pointed to wiite upon 
it, and read at the next meeting. Whkb being . 
OTCrheaid b; » plain sensible servant gkl, die 
coulaimed : — '<What a whole month wanted to 
tell the maaniog of that text i It is one of the 
eauest and best texts in the BiUe. W«tt, well, 
aid an bid mini^r, Maq^, what can yon say 
•bcwt it ] Let UB know how you ludostaad it, 
cu fon pray all the time ? O yes, sii. What, 
when yoa have so many things to do ? Why sir, 
ttte more I bare to do, the more I canpiay. 
Indeed; well Mary do let us know how U is, for 
mott people think otherwise, '^ell sir, said the 
giri, when I first open my eyes in the morning, 
I pray, £4ord often the eyes of my uaderstaitdiag, 
and when I am dressing, I pray that I may be 
toothed with the robe of righteousness^ and when 
I faaTe washed me, I ask for the waiting of re- 
generation, and as I begin work, I pray th^ I 
may haye strength equal to my day, when i be- 
^ to kindle up the fire, I pray that God's work 
msy lerive in mysoul, and as I sweep oat the* 
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liouse, I pray that mj heart mi^ be .cleansed of 
all ita impurities, and tcliile prefiaring and par- 
taking of breakfast,' I desire ' to be fed mth the 
hiddoii manna, and tbe sincere milk of the word, 
and as I aBvbusj Tritb the littJe children, I look 
np to Oed as my Father, and pray for the spirit 
of adoption, that I may be hia ehild,>^and ig on 
all day, every thing I do fomishes me 'with a 
thought tat pniyei.^' Enough, enough, cried 
the old divine, these things are revealed to babes, 
and often hid from the wise and the prodent.— . 
60 OB Mary, said be, pray 'without ceasing, and 
as for us, my brethren, let us bless the Lord fet 
this exposition, and remember that he haB sud, 
the meek vrin he guide in judgment. Ihope&ls . 
explanation will be satisfactory to yoor mind, and 
that you 'will, Hke Mary, pray 'without' cea^g. 
Be careful to attend not only to seeret prayer, 
■but also to family woftlup, whenever it is ob- 
served. Some servants absent themselves vrhea 
the rest of the family are engaged in Urn deHght* 
M wo^. If you wish to enjoy the favor *t 
Qod, and peace of miad, be always present wbep 
permitted: and invited ts unite in offering- up 
sacrifices of praise ,and adoration voaod the 
fiimily ehar. 
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Whenever you bave an epportunity, attend 
V|Kin the means of grace. Go seme-where to 
chorch if you can, eveiy Sabbath, and when 
there, remember that it is the house o^ God. — 
These things yoy mast faithfully and conscien- 
tiously petfonn tf ^ou wish to become rdigions 
and gBow iQ grace. 

And now I would a£^^onately request you 
to consider this subject seriously and prayerfully. 
And ask yourself as in the presence of God, 
whether you have religion- in- the heart or not^ 
whether yoa have ej^efiea^d the gjraca of God 
.,in the soul, aqd whether you have his fear al- 
ways before your eyes, to keep you from eyil ; 
njiat is the governing motive that influences yoa 
ia all your anions ? Is it a desire to f^eiity 
Q94, and enjoy him for ever ? Have ^011 at all 
timei a realizing sense that the eye (^ flod is 
upon you ? In your tr^sactions vith yoor fel-» 
low men, have you -sn ^e constvitly on the 
juflgment seat of Christ, before whom you miut 
soon appear, to render up a -strict account of 
ereiythiagdoneia the body, whether it be good 
, or evil? And. may the Lord assist you to act 
well 'your part in life, and to perfect holiness in 
- the fear of God, so that when you are done with 
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earth, and earthly things, you may hear that 
welcome plaudit addressed to you bythe gieat 
Master: — "Well done thou good and.faitbliil 
servant, thou bast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many thii^, entai 
thou into the joy.of thy Lord." 



•,GlMl^fl? 
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